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SIXDH TRAGEDY

I have before me several letters from Sindh and a
longish report from Dr. Cliolihram over the recent riots
in Sukkur and Shikarpur. The Sindh Hindus should re-
member that Sindh has a national government. Though
for the sake of brevity I have often used the term Congress
government, the proper expression is national democratic
government as distinguished from foreign bureaucratic
government, which it replaces. Whilst in discussing domes-
tic differences and party politics we have to speak of Con-
gress and Muslim League governments, we must for all
other purposes think and speak in terms of national govern-
ment. And sd those who feel aggrieved must appeal to their
provincial national governments and cultivate public
opinion in favour of justice and public tranquillity. It would
be wrong always to think in communal terms. I know that
we may not shut our eyes to hard facts. But to attribute
.everything to the communal spirit is a sign of inferiority
complex. It may well perpetuate what is yet a temporary
distemper in the national life.

But, as I have already suggested, contrasted with ir-
responsible bureaucracy, national governments would be
found to be weak in action because of their responsibility
to the people in whose name and by whose goodwill alone
they can rule. They can, therefore, deal with crimes with
more or less success, but they will be found to be powerless
to deal with popular upheavals which communal riots are.
British military aid will not always be at their disposal.
National governments wall cease to be national, if they
have to depend on British military aid. Moreover, if the
Congress policy of non-violence becomes universal among
all parties, military and even police aid must become
taboo. Before the other parties can be expected to become
non-violent, Congressmen have to express non-violence in
ample measure in their daily conduct. Be that, however,
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